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JUVENILE SPORTS 

the lead as not to be feparated by once or 
twice melting, gave a nafty colour to the 
dumps, and rendered them unfit for either 
fight, or ufe. It has always been my prac- 
tice to ufe the bed pewter I could buy at 
the fhops ; and though this is confiderably 
dearer than lead, yet the pleafure and cre- 
dit arifmg from the fight of them, amply 
repay all the expence ; and, befides their 
fuperior graceful appearance, one dump 
made of pewter will outlaft three leaden 
ones. I would advife all my little pupils 
to carry every thing to perfe&ion, or not 
meddle with them at all. 

When you have provided yourfelf with 
a fufficient quantity of pewter, (for lead 
I will fuppofe to be quite out of the quef- 
tion) put a little of it into an iron ladle, 
and let it remain over a clear fire till it is 
perfe&ly melted. Some artifts content 
themfelves with the bowl of a pipe for this 
purpofe : but this is rather dangerous, as rt 
is very apt to flip in the hand, or break m 
conveying it out of the fire. Obferve to 
melt at one time very little more than you 
think will be neceflary to the ™°, u 
once, as it will be a very good method to 
prevent accidents. 


Michelangelo Juvenile Sports and Pastimes London, 1776 


aND PASTIMES. 59 

While your pewter is melting, place the 
( *££ of your moulds together, and fee 
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^^Bdng^us far prepared, as foon as you 
find your pewter is particularly melted, 
take your moulds in your left hand, and 
w i,h your right empty the ladle into th? 
moulds, or at lead till they are full Be 
careful here to obferve, that you hold the 
moulds in a flanting pofition, and almott 
at arm’s length. Thefe precautions, duly 
obferved, there is no more danger in the 
calling of dumps than in a game at taw. 

The metal in the moulds will prefently 
be cold enough to be taken out ; but here 
take care that you do not touch them with 
your naked fingers, left you fhould find 
them too hot to hold, and be obliged to put 
your fingers into your mouth to cool them. 
As foon as they are become fit to handle, 
cut off all the loofe pieces that furround 
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